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TO THE REPUBLICANS OF THE ISLAND OF 
GREAT BRITAIN. 





Dorchester Gaol, Sept. 17, Year 3, 
CITIZENS, of the Spanish Revolution. 

FRom the pressure of my correspondences I must excuse 
myself from a general address this week and the next. In 
the present number you will find some correspondences 
equally interesting as they would be if addressed to you all. 
In my next I shall fulfil my promise in addressing at length 
our new Secretary for Foreign Affairs, George Canning. 


R. CARLILE. 








ON SPIRITUALITY, ON NATURE, AND ON PERSECUTION. 
(Written for “ The Republican.” ) 


THE Spiritual system is, formally speaking, either true or false. If 


‘true, it will bear the test of reason; if it cannot, it is false, since 


that which is unreasonable is untrue, The same argument is appli- 
cable to every system, spiritual or natural; for that system which is 
opposed to reason, and contrary to the evidence of the senses, and 
directly hostile to the universal*testjmony of experience, is either 
the necessary effect of derangement in the mind of some unsocial 
fanatic, or the voluntary scheme of a sacerdotal impostor. The 
more we become acquainted with nature and the various phenomena 
displayed to our view, the more are we inclined to doubt religious 
theories. Nature produceth no evidence to prove the truth, or au- 
thorize the establishn.ent of any of the different religions which. 
have for so many ages occupied the attention of the greatest part of 
mankind. Being built entirely upon supernatural grounds, and 
composed of qualities which are in diametrical opposition to the 
laws and principles of physiology, it is a false mode of procedure 
to refer to nature as.a proof of the authenticity of these spintual 
systems, because religion and nature are in their very essence direct 
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opposites. The philosopher, the man of science, from a knowledge 
of nature, from an acquaintance with matter and its various proper- 
ties, can make it clear to an unprejudiced mind, that natural or ma- 
terial power produceth the extensive range of intellectual phenomena, 
such as memory, judgmen!, imagination, &c. &c.; in fine, that 
nature contains within herself the inexhaustible fountain, from which 
thoughts, ideas, sentiments, and passions flow; that she is herself 
the infinite machine which produceth all these striking effects, with- 
out the aid of such imaginary beings, such fanciful idols, as HoLY 
GODs, HOLY LORDS, HOLY CHRISTS, HOLY SPIRITS, HOLY 
GHosts, &c. without the assistance of eny of the holy powers of 
the HOLY LEGIONS OF DiviniTy, The spiritualist cannot allow, 
even upon the most convincing evidence, that nature is all-sufficient, 
that her power is infinite, because reason immediately interposes 
and dictates to him that two infinites are physical impossibilities ; 
and rather than break the fetters, and pass the bourne which holds his 
mind in captivity, he will be content to remain the torpid slave of a 
gratuitous and improbable sysiem of physico-theology. He will pre- 
sumptuously assert, and shrink when he is. interrogated to prove, 
that the imaginary being which he so Llindly reveres is infinite in all 
his attributes, which are but an extension of the noblest qualities 
of man; and his religious ideas constrain him to deny that na- 
ture is the great whole, since this would leave’ no room for his chi- 
merical Deity to dwell in. The materialist stands upon safer grounds, 
holds opinions more consistent with nature, more agreeable to reason, 
more conformable to the essence of things: the power he adores is 
that of nature, the primum mobile of the universe. The one fan- 
tasticully worships a being of the imagination, a supernatural, a 
DIVINE BUGBEAR. The other conscientiously reveres a GRAND 
AND MAJESTIC REALITY, whose laws, if faithfully observed, render 
man solidly happy, spread peace and freedom over the sphere of 
their influence : whilst those of the other have invariably scattered 
the seeds of war and slavery on the face of the earth; immersed in 
GLOOMY DUNGEONS all those sTERLING PATRIOTS who have bold- 
ly proclaimed, who have fearlessly defended, the laws and principles 
which nature offers for our adoption. When I think on the numer- 
ous band of patriotic sages, who have suffered in the glorious cause 
of nature, who have bled for promulgating the sacred knowledge of 
our social rights; when I figure to my mind the AWFUL DEATH- 
SCENE Of those MARTYRS to the truth, and view Socrates expiring 
by the poisonous Bowl of HEMLOCK, Do Let, Bruno, aiid 
VANINE chained to a stake, encircled with the faggots, enveloped 
in the FLAMes of the Holy FAITH, suffering the most exquisite 
tortures, yet standing amidst the scene of direful cruelty with awful 
firmness, even while their bodies were evaporating in the raging fire 
of RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION !!—When I abstract my mind from 
present objects, and throw myself, as it were, in front of the Gory 
STAGE of PERSECUTION, where I behold the LEGAL MURDERERS 
plunging their DAGGERs into the pure bosoms of PaTRIOTs and 
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PHutLosopHERs—where I hear them bellow forth the HYEN A-LAUGH 
of triumphing cruelty—where see them riot amid the RUINS OF 
PUBLIC LIBERTY, and satiate their ravenous appetites with the 
noblest blood of my species !—when I think on these heart-rending 
scenes, | shudder at the distant, yet dreadful picture, which fancy 
brings home. I grow pale with viewing the HorRRIFIC TRAGEDY! 
my blood congeals to icy coldness, and makes me, for the moment, 
like a stone inanimate. 
EPICURUS. 


Sept. 9, 1822, Newton, near Manchester. 





Mr. AfTORNEY-GENERAL, 
Mycompliments to you, Robert Gifford. Iam informed you 
have arrested another of my shopmen, for selling Palmer's 
Principles of Nature. The writer of the foregoing article 
is a candidate for a similar honour, and will wait upon you 
immediately if you wish to have more than one at a time. 
I will soon cut out a plenty of work for you, my friend, if 
you and me are about to transact some business together 
again. My three years exclusion from London is nearly 
expired ! 
R, CARLILE. 








TO MR. R. CARLILE, EDITOR OF THE REPUBLICAN, 





Sir, Upper Seymour Street. 
Ir it will not be inconvenient I should feel much obliged by the in- 
sertion of the following verses in the Republican ; not for the sake 
of the verses, nor for the gratification of personal vanity, but be- 
cause | wish to identify myself with that cause which you so ably, - 
so perseveringly, and so undauntedly advocate, re 

Though | do not go quite so far as you in theological, I go further 
in political principles: you believe that the annihilation of monarchy 
and episcopacy will remove every bar to human happiness ; I do not. 
I cannot conceive how equal liberty, equal justice, and equal rights 
can exist without something like equality of property. 

it is not the title that makes the Grand Sultan an absolate 
monarch ; it is the possession of all the land in his empire that gives 


him that power which he so murderously employs against his slaves ! 
Again, where the laud is held by a few thousand of individuals, to 


the exclusion of millions, whether they have titles or not, the indivi- 
duals possessing the Jand will be tyrauts and oppressors; whilst the 
landless, call them freemen, citizens, or by whatever name you 
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please, are, and will be eternally, slaves. Men who are excluded 
from the land, or the profits therefrom, are like beautiful and bloom- 
ing flowers suddenly snatched from their genial beds, and too 
closely placed in a bottle or a china jug; they fade, wither, and 
prematurely die. I have no doubt that it was the Agrarian fellow- 
ship in land that presented to the minds of the ancients the idea of a 
Paradise. What think you of an Agrarian Government ? ih 





THE POET'S MITE. 


Accept the mite wrapp’d in these lines, 2s. 6d. 
From a congenial heart ; 

It is of your enormous fines 
Just the twelve thousandth part. 


But twice twelve thousand will subscribe 
To set their champion free, 

Whose powers the naked truth describe, 
Whose cause is liberty ! 


But there is yet another fine, 
That too 1 wish to share ; 
Yes, Mary-Anne, thy cause is mine, 
And sixpence I will spare. 6d. 


Still I have sixpence to impart, 
Nor will 1 that retain ; 
I love young children from my heart, 
Then take it, little Paine. 6d. 


For thou, sweet babe ! wilt with thy growth 
Fair Freedom’s cause adorn ; 

Thou strugglest for immortal Truth 
Before that thou wert born! 


ALLEN DAVENPORT. 


“a 





TO MR. ALLEN DAVENPORT, UPPER SEY- 
, MOUR-STREET. 





SIR, Dorchester Gaol, Sept. 14, 1822. 
You have either mistaken my politicel prineiples, or you 
have not expressed your impression of them so as to enable 
me to know that you rightly comprehend them. You say 
you go farther in political reform than I do. This is im- 
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possible ; for the whole of my political principles center in 
the desire to see a real national convention brought together 
that shall reform our existing institutions agreeable to the 
spirit of the nation, and that this national convention shall 

be reformed and meet every year to give laws to the nation, 

whilst the people who choose their legislators shall also hold 

the power to choose the magistrates to execute the laws 

made by them. I would have every office filled by elec- 

tion, and every man’s voice equal to his fellow as an elector. 

This is the equality I seek, and none beyond it. I caw per- 

ceive that to set about an equal distribution of property is a 

thing in itself impracticable, and if practicable would be of 
very short duration; as industry and skill would accumu- 

late, whilst sloth, ignorance, and vice would squander. 

Property will always carry power with it, but whilst every ' 
man has a voice in making the laws, that power can never 

constitute oppression. ‘The contrast in the present system 

is, that the possessors of property live in idleness, and have 

the power to throw the burthens of the country upon the 

produce of existing industry ; and that scarce one in ten of 
them have gained it by industry or honest speculation. A 

- national convention would soon set all these things right. 

It could not repair injuries gone by to any. extent, but 

it would prevent them in future, and give stability to society 

by giving succour to honest industry. We should no longer 

see idleness and villainy wallowing in wealth and luxury, 

and honest industry in beggary and rags. 

The land being the only stable and imperishable property, 
and in a great measure the foundation of all other property, 
I grant that the more equal the distribution the greater will 
be the stability, the prosperity, and the happiness of society. 
But the Agrarian government, of which you ask my opi- 
nion, and about which you seem to have some dreams, 
cannot, according to my ideas, be made to fit the present 
state of European society. For instance, you are a shoe- 
maker; yours is an indispensible profession in the present 
state of society: no scheme, no project, no art, no rhetoric 
could persuade us into the preference of walking about 
barefooted rather than in shoes. I conclude, therefore, that 
if all had the means of keeping themselves well shod, you 
would find full employ at a living profit upon your indus- 
try ; what need, then, can you have of land beyond a gar- 
den-plot, which is desirable to every family? But you 
will say, “ the land is the people’s property, and I might 
as well claim my share as relinquish it to another, as it will 
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tend to lesson my labour at shoe-making.” The premises 
are correct, as to the land being the people’s property, who 
are born and who live on it; but caunot a better system be 
established than that each individual should hold and culti- 
vate his proportion of the land? Cannot you see that if 
every man cultivated his land, and produced: food for him- 
self and family, he must necessarily become his own tailor, 
and shoe-maker, and hatter, and hosier, and in fact, a jack 
of all trades, as far as his wants or the wants of his family 
stimulated him? Cannot you see this? If you, as a shoe- 
maker, had no einploy in that profession beyond the wants 
of your family, you would have nothing wherewith to bar- 
ter for hats, hose, or other wearing apparel; for if every 
‘mah could produce his own food, none would be able to sell 
because none would need to buy. ‘There would, in fact, be 
no need of the thing called money, as a Gommodious cur- 
rency of value. The better system, in my opinion, is to let 
the present holders of land hold on, if they like; but that, — 
as they hold the whole of the national: property, to the ex- 
clusion of others, they should bear the whole of the national 
burthen, or the expences of the government; and that you, 
as a shoe-maker, holding no land, shall hear nothing about 
taxes. To make the national property sppport the national 
expences, seems but as an axiom in political economy ; and 
let individual property remain untaxed for individual enjoy- 
ment. This is the system that will bring you equal livderty, 
equal rights, and equal justice, superior to any Agrarian 
scheme that you can fashion in your mind, - In the present 
state of society and intelligence, [ hold the Agrarian scheme 
of which you speak, to be a mental delusion, an impracti- 
‘cable notion. Puta tax on every acre of land that shall 
be equivalent to constitute the necessary revenue, and you 
will soon find that there will be a due equalization of pro- 
perty. Such lands as come under the denomination of 
Crown Lands, or National Domains, have only need to be 
rented out at the price of the tax per acre upon those in 
possession, and you will soon see all occupied and well cul- 
tivated. All moveable property must be considered indivi- 
vidual property, unless it were paid for from the public 
revenue—the public rental of the land, which would make 
it public property. | 
f the Grand Sultan whom you introduce had not more 
er over the lives and properties of his subjects than 
over the lands on which they vegetate, he would not be able 
to play the despot as he does. It is over their lives and in- 
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dividual properties that his tyranny is exercised. I hope 
the example of the Greeks may spread among the Turks, 
and that Constantinople itself may become the capital of a 
Republic. Successful resistance to tyranny is a most be- 
witching and contagious affection, 

When you expressed that I believed that the annihilation 
of monarchy and episcopacy will remove every bar to 
human happiness, you but ill expressed my political princi- 
ples. The annihilation of monarchy I do desire; but as to 
episcopacy, I would as soon keep that as any other species ~ 
of priestcraft, if it be to be made a public establishment. I 
see no difference in Episcopacy or Presbyterianism, or 
Methodism, if the priests are to receive public stipends, and 
be protected by the law asa sacred order. The annihila- 
tion of every thing that can come under the denomination 
of Kingeraft or Priestcraft is what I desire, and what I | 
consider as essential to the happiness of mankind. Episco- 
pacy is but a part of priestcraft. The groundwork of 
human happiness I hold to be a Representative System of 
Government, where every man is equally an elector, and 
where every office is elective. .Beyond this, I have no 
scheme, no project in my mind; and whatever other opi- 
nions I may hold as to minor institutions or matters, 1 can 
only consider them fit subjects for discussion, to be adopted 
or rejected as the National Convention may think fit. 

I have taken the liberty to address these few sentences 
to you, Mr. Davenport, because I have a full recollection 
of your person, and a full knowledge of your genius and 
ability, therefore I wish to stand right in your opinion of 
my principles. If you can combat any thing I have ad- 
vanced here or elsewhere, my pages are open to you for 
that purpose. I wish not to hold an opinion but what is 
unimpeachable. Impeach it, and shew me that I am in 
error, and I will throw it up as useless and mischievous. 
Opinions, instead of being protected by law, ought to be 
held as things of no value, for what to-day’s knowledge 
cannot penetrate, to-morrow’s experience may shew to be 
wrong. Let us practise free discussion whatever wreck it 
may make with existing opinions. 

I conclude with copying a paper that was circulated in 
Liverpool, and its neighbourhood at the commencement of 
the French Revolution. It may suggest new ideas to your 
mind. It was put forth in answer to the aristocratical cla- 
mour that the Reformers sought an equalization of all 


property. 
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EQUALITY. 


‘‘ THE perverse sense imposed on the word EQUALITY, by the folly 
or thefears of some of our countrymen, is as dangerous as it is absurd ; 
and they may probably see the day, when they may repent of hav- 
ing infused into the minds of the people, a notion, that the EQUALITY 
to be contended for is an Equality of wealth and possessions. If 
by continually repeating this idea, the wninformed, or as they are 
now politely termed, the SWINISH MULTITUDE, should take it 


‘into their heads, that they are justified in inforcing such a system, 


the consequences will rest on those, who by a perversion of terms, 
have wickedly or foolishly propagated so dangerous a doctrine. The 
Equality insisted on by the friends of Reform is AN EQUALITY 
oF RIGHTS, or io other words, that every person may be equally 
intitled to the protection and benefits of society ; may equally have 
a voice in the election of those who make the laws by which he is 
affected in his liberty, his life, or his property; and may have a fair 
opportunity of exerting to advantage any talents he may possess. 
The rule is not ‘* Let all mankind be perpetually equal.’’—Nature 
has forbidden it. But ** Let all mankind start fair in the Race of 
life.” The inequality derived from labour and successful enter- 
prize, the result of superior industry and good fortune, is an inequa- 
lity essential to the very existence of Society; and it naturally fol- 


-lows that the property so acquired, should pass from father to son. 


To render property insecure, would destroy all motives to exertion, 
and tear up public happiness by the roots. Such are the Truths 
acknowledged and avowed by the Reformers of the present day, and 
where, but in the wild workings of a disordered imagination,-do their 
enemies find the dangerous doctrines with which they daily alarm 
the public. Are they acknowledged by the government of America ? 
Have they been avowed by ANY CONSTITUTIONAL SOCIETY 


‘in this kingdom? Or are there any traces of such doctrines in the 


WORKS OF ANY MODERN REFORMER ?—Again, are the 
reformers of the present day less interested than their abusers in the 


‘prosperity of their country ? Let the opposers of reform come for- 


and answer these questions—Or let us hear no more of LEVEL- 
LERS and LEVELLING SYSTEMS ; nor let an odium be thrown 
on GREAT AND UNCHANGEABLE TRUTHS from the equivoque 


of a word.”’ 


I am, Sir, respectfully yours, 
R. CARLILE, 
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TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL, 





Most wortnHy CITIZEN, Manchester, Sept. 7, 1822. 
I TAKE up my pen to address you in the name, and on the behalf of 
the Republicans of Manchester, who have again sabscribed their 
Mites, for the purpose of assisting you in the neble work of rege- 
neration, of aiding you in establishing a natural code of laws, an 
equal system of government, founded upon the principles of ‘* our 
famous countryman Thomas Paine.’’ I request your acceptance of 
the sum of £10. 5s., which is the surplus of the earnings of a few 
industrious labourers, who have imbibed the principles of Patng, 
and who are determined to identify themselves with you, as the 
ablest defender of the principles of that celebrated and much in- 
jured man. The government of this country is not, in reality, a 
governmert, but a systematic working of unnatural principles, of 
arbitrary measures, in their nature cruel, in their action ruinous, and 
in their general operation, completely subversive of every good, of 
every social principle; directly inimical to the interest and welfare 
_ of the community at large. The ministers of the government (if it 

can, without abusing the term be called a government,) ‘are the 
ministers of tyranny and injustice, the judges of the law are their 
corrupt and servile tools to work with, and while the one disgraces 
the cabinet, and the other the bench, there cannot be, even the 
shadow of liberty in the land. How long must this complicated 
system of misrule and oppression last ? How long must the sons of 
nature and reason, be compelled to bow and bend at the nod of politi- 
cal and religious tyrants ? When will the people of England tear the 
bandeau of prejudice from their eyes, and, viewing those impious 
frauds, those degrading shackles, monarchy and religion, in their 
true light, assume the dignified attitude of men-determined to be free, 
and convince Wellington, Liverpool, and Canning, of the folly, of 
the madness, of governing a nation contrary to the unanimous expres- 
sion of the public will, and of the general laws of unnerring Nature? 
Methinks I hear you answer,—When religion hath lost its baleful 
influence over the human mind, when bold and determined writers 
are more numerous, when the sublime truths contained in the inesti- 
mable productions of Diderot, Voltaire, Condorcet, Volney, Paine, 
Palmer, &c., are more generally acknowledged ; then, and then only, 
can a nation be proof against the arbitrary power of lawless and 
’ designing chiefs—for a nation goaded to insurrection by the pon- 
derous burden, the grievous pee of a cruel and sanguinary code, 
may throw off the galling chains of servitude, and disband their 
proud and haughty rulers in vain, if they are ignorant of the true 
principles of government which are founded on the broad and perma- 
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nent basis of nature. Factions will arise —counter-revolutions will 
be effected—and the consequent crimes of ignorance and depravity 
will follow in their train. : 

Yes! every honest heart beats in unison with the sentiment— 
every feeling—every unprejudiced mind responds an acknowledg- 
ment of the truth—becomes convinced, that, if man could but divest 
himself of the disgraceful trappings of sanctified ignorance, disentan- 
gle his mind from the leaders fetters of theological despotism, and 
uproot from the social garden, every poisonous weed of antiquated 
error, he would then have a clear course by which he might safely 
proceed to the Temple of Nature, where he might pay the tributary 
feelings of gratitude, not by humbly kneeling at the shrine, but by 
walking through her halls, and displaying that lofty and dignified 
attitude in which man was made to move. 

I beg leave to congratulate you on the success of your efforts 
against the Prosecuting-Banditti of Bridge-street. The merited 
disgrace you have entailed upon them by defeating and exposing 
their nefarious designs, against the liberty of the press, has been of 
the first importance, and 1 sincerely hope that you will proceed in 
the same open and determined manner, which hath always marked 
your career, nor ever permit the bickerings and squabbles of double- 
dealing politicians to deter you, even for a single moment, from 
defending in an open manner the principles of a true republican 

triot. With good wishes for yourself, Wife, and Sister, | remain 
(on the behalf of the Republicans of Manchester,) 

Your Friend and Fellow-Citizen, 
- ELIJAH RIDINGS. 
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TO MR. ELIJAH RIDINGS, MANCHESTER. 





CITIzEN, Dorchester Gaol, Sept. 14, 1822, 
EAcu communication from Manchester affords me the plea- 
sure of seeing the effects of a spread of our principles in 
that town. I look not so much to the sums of money sub- 
scribed as to the number of subscribers. The Republicans 
of Manchester have the satisfaction of knowing that their 
mites are not thrown ‘into a sinking fund for the gratifica- 
tion and support of ambitious men, nor do they get arrested 
in the progress of their destination to support the tottering 
credit of drunkenness and dishonesty. We have, therefore, 
the assurance that our numbers will not decrease, as each 
knows well the foundation of his principles and the nature 
of the building he would raise upon them. We shall soon 


’ 
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hear of a general rot among the deluders, unless the purses 
of the Dukes, Marquisses, Earls, Barons, Baronets, Knights, 
Esquires, and Priests, are opened freely to them. Their 
Press has been supported by fraud and a non-payment of 
debts for a long time past. For my own part I feel that L 
am above their means to do me any injury. They have 
been struggling privately to that object for near three years 
past, whilst every effort they have made has at last recoiled 
upon themselves. Considering the struggle now pending: 
in Manchester, I felt that | could not address you without 
some allusion to them, but I could quit it with pleasure to 
respond to the general sentiments of your able and elegant 
address, if I did not consider a retaliation upon insolent 
ignorance imperative. 

There are many persons in this country who profess to 
be Reformers, but who are so weak in their heads, their 
hearts, and their loins, as not to be able to move without 
leading strings. ‘‘ We must have a leader—a nurse,” cry 
they, “‘ whether it be a Priest, or a Saint, or a Protector!” 
These little mimic Reformers imbibe, with the most curious 
eagerness, all the ghost stories—all the beggar-men tales— 
and all the wise saws of these leading nurses, on which 
they ponder with amazement, and cling with renewed per- 
tinacity to their sides from the joint excitement of fear and 
wonder. To tell them any thing contrary to what their 
nurses tell them becomes a very great affront, and they feel 
that the sanctity of their nursery is violated. The nurses 
will scold and call their critics bad persons; whilst their 
little ones cry: ‘‘ Oh dear nurse, if we listen to such persons 
we shall never see God Almighty’s house, shall we?” ‘ No, 
my dear,’ cries the nurse, ‘ these are persons who will lead 
you astray, and into the hands of black men, and spirits, 
and beggars.’ ‘ Oh dear! we will always. run away, and 
refuse to listen to them in future!’ Such is the character of 
many of those little things who call themselves Reformers 
in this country. Without their leading-strings they tremble 
at each movement, and blush at each attempt to speak for 
themselves without the dictation and direction of their 
nurses. « 

The common cant of the deluders is, that if we are to 
wait for the removal of all our ghostly prejudices, we shall 
never obtain political freedom. They falsely assert, that 
we, the Republicans and Deists, make the abolition of all 
religion a sine gua non in the question of Reform. For my 
own part I can say that this is not true, and if these men, 
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jn their leading strings, with the aid of their nurses, can ac- 
complish any thing in the shape of Reform, any part of the 
whole | seek, [ shall rejoice as much as they, (perhaps not 
quite so frantic) but I should still feel it my duty to work 
on to the accomplishment of other parts, or until the whole 
I sought was accomplished. In this question of Reform, I 
am by no means disposed to insist upon the whole of my 
views or nothing; | am content to take any part that may 
be brought about, but I am not content to sit down quiet 
with a part, nor until the whole I seek be accomplished. 
The question of Reform will be a never-ending question. 
With a Representative System of Government every new 
law would be a step in retormation as well as in legislation. 
Intellectual improvement cannot progress by jumps and 
starts it must be gradual. 

* But,” cry these delnders, these ghostly Reformers, 
** look at Spain; there you see complete political redemp- 
tion with the worst of religious bigotry.” The man who 
can write such a thing, if be be honest, is the dupe of his 
imagination. Spain does not possess political redemption. 
A most destructive war rages in several of its provinces, 
and that war is the war of priestcraft. The cry of the 
Priests is ** Long live God! and our absolute King!” What 
can we think of the state of mind of such persons as can 
listen to the cry of “ Long live God!” who are told by 
their Priests, with effect, that the Reformers of Spain cry 
“* Long live the Devil,” and that the war which now rages, 
is a war between God and the Devil! If Ferdinand of 
Spain was a man of ordinary courage, if he possessed but 
the average of the courage which is found among mankind, 
he would overthrow the Constitution as easy as the Aus- 
trians overthrew that of Naples. Can Mr. Wooler, or Mr. 
Hunot, or Mr. Maddocks, venture to say openly, that they 
have a contrary opinion or knowledge to what I here state? 
It is the God of the Priests which is doing all the mischief 
that is now falling on Spain, and I have a further stimulus 
from what I perceive passing in that country to do my 
utmost towards rooting out priestcraft in this. 

The United States of America are cried up too as a spe- 
cimen of what political reform. can accomplish amidst the 
most raging bigotry. ‘That the inhabitants of the United 
States possess something like poiitical freedom I readily 
admit, but they possessed it as an infant state, before they 
knew what an Established Church was. They did not 
emerge from a corrupt government in Church and State, 
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but they resisted the first attempt to impose such a thing 
upon them, and thus secured their independence. But [ 
will make my appeal to any intelligent man who bas visited 
the United States as a whole, and ask him whether the pre- 
sent state of Priestcraft, upon the average of the States, 
does not render a residence there disagreeable, even more 
disagreeable than a residence in this country with all our 
ills. I have heard more than one say so. 

The men to whom I have been here alluding content 
themselves with precedents for all things. They form no 
opinions of the actual state of things around them, and act 
according, but they look to what others are doing, or have 
done, and blindly bundle on in the same path, with a hope 
of effecting the same purpose. The circumstances which 
produced a Republic in North America do not exist in this 
country: the circumstances which revolutionized France, 
Spain, and Portugal, are not paralleled in this country, nor 
can we move upon their. precedents. The duty of Refor- 
mers is not to act upon precedents, however good, but to 
look around and apply such means to effect a Reform.as 
the circumstances in which they move require. Upomthis 
view of the question I conclude that it is a necessary means 
towards procuring and preserving a Reformed Government 
in this country, to begin at once to lessen the power of the 
Priests. In doing this I do not impede what another may 
think necessary to be done, unless he should be blind enough 
to view the Priests as a body of men who will assist in 
bringing about a Reform. If there should be such a man I 
cannot respect him as a friend in the same cause, I must 
oppose him as a real enemy, even if he be a deluded one. 
I ask any of these men if they do not approve the steps I 
take in performing what I consider my duty, why they do 
not discuss the subject publicly, and admonish me of error - 
instead of using private slander, and nothing higher than 
public nameless hints and insinuations. What I consider 
wrong in them I openly impeach, and all I ask in return is, 
that they should do the same by me. To call me a bigot 
to any opinions is a perversion of language, for I really 
value none that | hold further than that I see no one venture 
to impeach them openly and manfully as being erroneous. 
Wherever 1 may find such an opponent, | hope I know 
how to treat him liberally and with candour; but I cannot 
respect men who shelter a sort of attack under the name of 
some tool or underling which they fear to make publicly 
under their own- name. [ would venture respectfully 
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through this medium to reply to Mr. Charles Maddocks, 
that the Priests of this country form a more powerful part 
of that oligarchy which he wishes to remove, than do the 
individuals whom he denominates Boroughmongers. Let 
him not deceive himself and others with words instead of 
looking rightly at things. 

I conclude with returning my thanks to the Republicans 
of Manchester for their steady support, and I beg to reply 
to their hope, that no double-dealing politicians may deter 
me from openly defending the principles on which we unite, 
that Iam proof against all assault. I know the men who 
show their teeth now and then; and I think they would 
bite if they did not know that I do know them well. But 
conscious as | am of the force of the principles, which with 
you, I openly avow, | feel assured, that I cau keep a host 
of such men at bay, who, whilst admiring those principles, 
affect to oppose them, from the want of the honest courage 
necessary to give them open suppurt. 

I am, Citizen, respectfully yours, 
R. CARLILE. 


P.S. I was much pleased with the night-cap sent me by 
Mrs. Walker, and value it the more because it was the 
manufacture of a prisoner in the cause. I hope by and by 
he will make pikes, if they are wanted, to a better purpose 
than before. ‘The last order to prepare was a mere trick. 
A’real one may come. 





TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL: 





CITIZEN, Stockport, Sept. 2, 1822, 
ENCLOsED you will receive £4, 4s. 5d. from the Republicans of 
Stockport, to assist you in paying the Christian-like fines imposed 
upon you. I need not say to you, be of good cheer, for doubtless 
you evince it. Things work well at present: I have thought that 
your calculations upon the downfall of tyranny and superstition 
were far wide; but if knowledge should continue to spread in the 
same proportion as it has done within these last two or three years, I 
think I shall live to see a real puff out,-and a glorious one it will be. 

Go on, then, in the same path of real and unimpeachable duty, 
and posterity shall record the noble achievements of Richard Carlile. 

Give my love to your family. I remain, your Admirer, 


JONATHAN KERSHAW. 
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Stockport Subscribers. 


William Perry 

Thomas Oldham 

John Tootell 

Thomas Coulson 

William Alicot 

Robert Wright 

John Cooke 

William Hampson 

George Hughes 

Mr. Fairbrother, a Deist and Re- 
publican, who, like Mr. 
Locke, is thoroughly con- 
vinced that Revelation can- 
not stand the test of Reason. 

John M‘ Auley, Republican 

Jonathan Kershaw, Republican 

John Entwisle 

John Seel 

Charles Pixton 

Robert Berry 

7. B. 

William Sykes 

J. O. A Friend 

J. H. 

Robert Orr 

John Torrence 

P. C. 

W. W. 

No Bishops 

Death to all b 

Thomas Hamer 

Alexander M‘ Donald 

John Hawcridge 

Edmund Hill 

A Deist 

John Podmore 

William Fielding 

Thomas Chadwick 

John Hamer 

James Hamer 

George. Swindels 

Benjamin Bailey 
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Isaac Mason, senior 

Isaac Mason, junior 

Martin Blackit 

Samuel Snape 

Isaac Smith 

Caldwell 

‘Thomas Smith 

John Blackshaw 

Robert Beatty 

Williain Fenton 

John Gregory 

James Berry 

Joseph Lightwood 

William Blackshaw 

Richard Lee 

William Piott 

James Clarke 

A Widow’s mite 

Elias Unsworth 

Pseudo ‘ Infidel’’ 

Joseph Beswick 

Thomas Cheetham, Surgeon 

James Morton 

R. W. 

William Wareham 

William Broomhead 

From the amicable neighbours 
of Hempshaw-lane 

Book Society 

From a few friends in Church- 
gate, through the medium of 
James Elkin 

Castlereagh’s penknife 

William Lear 

William Swann 

Jesse Swann, a true Repubdlican 

Betty Swann 

Peggy Swann 

Joseph Svann, senior, father to 
Joseph Swann confined in 
Chester Castle 
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TO MR. JONATHAN KERSHAW, STOCKPORT. 


CirizEN, 





Dorchester Gaol, Sept. 14, 1822, 


MINE is again the pleasing duty to record the unceasing 


support of the Republicans of Stockport. 


Whatever suc- 


cess may attend my humble exertions, they are intitled to 
the merit of having contributed to its accomplishment. 
am. proud to acknowledge that whatever I have done has 


No. 17. Vol. VI. 


I 
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been the effect of the warm support I have received from 
the Republicans of this country. For myself 1 claim no 
other merit than that of being a forward one amongst them 
to give publicity to our common sentiments, and to make 
them vibrate throughout the Island. My object is to estab- 
lish free discussion on ali subjects, by resisting that base 
Spirit ia our government which would stifle it by persecu- 
tion. I know that it is out of this free discussion that all 
sound and effectual Reform must emanate, and from this 
alone can we form any thing like a union upon principles. 
Such principles as no man will openly venture to impeach, 
are the principles on which Reformers must unite to do any 
good. I have seen a scurvy pamphiet, written by a scurvy 
fellow that is ashamed of his name, for the purpose of abus- 
ing Mr. Johnson of Manchester, in which the wriier says, 
* It is principles that the Reformers. have to look to and 
defend, not men.” This is a sentence I have been for 
months urging upon the attention of the Reformers, but this 
writer has copied it at a very bad time, and shews no taste 
for any thing but bad principles, which can never be made 
the ground work of useful unions. He bas abused Mr. 
_ Johnson with an extreme of virulence, without the slightest 
attempt to shake his. veracity, and unless he could have 
done that he had better have held his tongue or bis pen for 
the purpose he has used it. I shall always pray to be 
spared such defenders as “ Bob Tyke,” but in the hands of ' 
an opponent | could never wish a better weapon. 

I should not have thought this thing-come Bob worth my 
notice but for his putting in this sentence about the Refor- 
mers defending principles instead of men, when he was 
so outrageously practising the reverse of his proposition. 
He goes on to say, by way of illustrating his union upon 
principles! “ It is time for the Reformers to speak out, and 
say who is the man they will have tor a leader! ONE they 
must have above all the rest, and let all others act under 
him:” ‘ Thou art a corrupt fellow, Bob, or thou wouldst 
have known, there are spirits among the Reformers who will 
act underno man. If thou hadst known any thing about 
Republican principles, or any good principles, thou wouldst 
have known that the principles alone form the LEADER - 
which good men can follow and act under, and that there 
is no need of a men Leader where there are such principles 
for a guide and for union. The man, Bob, who can take 
your advice, must be a mean-spirited, hase-minded man,’ 
crouching, cringing, crawling thing; who has more need to 
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reform himself than any thing else; who is unworthy of 
being called a public Reformer.’ 

This is the answer I give to this Bob-a-dil-Bob-Tyke, I 
expect he is one of the RED KniGuts* of the Holy Order 
last established. 

Republicans of Stockport, take principles that you ap-. 
prove and that you can defend against all attacks for your 
leader. If you take a man for your leader you are sure to 
fail in the object you pursue, for as sure as he should happen 
to disgrace himself he wiil disgrace you as well. Intelligent 
men, free enquirers, men who contend for a Representative 
System of Government, have no need for mento lead them: 
the idea is ridiculous. If ever our cause requires that we 
should take up arms, then, indeed, something like a leader 
in the field is necessary, but then even | would have him the 
choice of those he led, and every officer should be elected 
from among the ranks of his fellows. There should be no 
haughty domineering even in this case. We will hear no- 
thing more about ‘“ natural leaders” uniess our principles 
are to bear that denomination, and if the Red-knights still 
think they can form any thing like an effectual Union with- 
out joining the Republicans and Republican principles, let 
them proceed in their blindness until they feel themselves in 
the ditch. A leader upon any other principles than those 
here Jaid down is but another name for a despot, and, 1], for 
one, have no, desire fora change of despots: no, noteven 
if the new one is to take the pretty name of a Protector like 
Cromwell. 

lam, Citizen, one who can walk without a leader or 
leading strings, 

R. CARLILE, 








TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





CITIZEN, London, Sept. 8, 1822. 
Ix your Republican of June 2Ist, you acknowledged the receipt of 
three Pounds, that we had collected by penny and twopenny weekly 
subscriptions from Bethnal Green. Through the same channel, we 


* Red-knights, were certain Servitors, who held their lands by serving 
their Lord on horseback —Bailey’s Dictionary. This is extremely ap- 
propriate to Bob Tyke who has attempted to serve his Hoty Lorp anp 
Leaver on the back of a Dead Horse, as an emblem of his corrupt pria- 


ciples. 
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send you two Sovereigns, which we make no doubt you will receive 
safe. For the satisfaction of all the Subscribers, we wish you again 
to acknowledge it in the Republican : and as the letter you addressed 
fo us before has been the means of increasing them, so we hope 
another will prove a farther addition to your support. We hope you 
and your family are well, and remain your well-wishers, 


7, Elizabeth Street, Hackney. JAMES HOVEY, 


GEORGE BASNETT. 
12, Golden-Place, Old Bethnal-Green Road. 





TO MESSRS. JAMES HOVEY AND GEORGE 
BASNETT. 





CITIZENS, Dorchester Gaol, September 3, 1822. 
In all the concerns and conditions of life, to increase one’s 
friends is a pleasure: but in my case, in the present in- 
stance, the pleasure is two-fold. I have not only the satis- 
faction of your support and esteem, but the further satisfac- 
tion of knowing that additional numbers have had their 
eyes.opened to a knowledge of those principles of which I 
am one of the humble advocates. All I desire is that 
those principles should be better known. I never yet found 
‘a disinterested man that could examine, and discard them, 
to hold fast to any system of idolatry. Not one instance 
of the kind has ever come within my knowledge. I have 
always found conviction follow a candid and disinterested 
examination; though previous, minds have felt all the force 
that superstitious bigotry could impart. 

Express my thanks to the inhabitants of Bethnal Green, 
who subscribe their weekly pence to my support under this 
persecution. [| have one more grand struggle to make in a 
few weeks time, and that is to clear the fines that have been 
imposed upon me. I have so far frustrated the intentions of 
my enemies, but this grand trial is to come; and as it isa 
money struggle, my individual strength or resolution will 
avail nothing without a co-operation that shall be equivalent 
to my.wants, on the part of my frieads and supporters. I be- 
Jieve none of my enemies, and but few of my friends, have 
any idea that I shall surmount this obstacle, but I am by no 
means cowed upon the matter. We shall see whether the ~ 
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despotism we live under be so naked as twice to sweep 
away my property to the full value of my fines, without 
making it account for them, and after depriving meof the 
means of paying them, to keep me in prison as being in 
default. 

I am, Citizens, devotedly yours, 


R. CARLILE, 





TO MR, R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





PERSECUTED AND MUCH INJURED FELLOW CITIZEN, 
1 am directed to send you the Subscription of a few Republicans of 
this city towards paying the enormous fines levied on yourself and 
sister by the enemies of mankind. If am further requested to pre- 
sent their thanks to yourself and family, for the bold and dauntless 
manner in which you have defended the rights of mankind, and to 
express their hope that you will not relax in your exertions until the 
freedom of religious opinions and the liberty of the Press be com- 
pletely established, 
On behalf of the Subscribers, 


J, GUNNING, 
Bath, Sept. 10, 1822. 








s. d. s. a. 
John Gunning 11 O LS. P. i 6 
Friend, per ditto 5 0 John Abrahams 2 0 
Ditto per ditto 2 6 Materialist t 6 
Pence gathered, per ditto 13 O William Pain, per ditto 2 6 
D. Davis 1 0 An Enemy to Kingcraft and 
~ W. Price Se Priestcraft 2 6 
John Bowden 1 0 Hibernicus 4.4 
Joseph Wilcox 1 O A Republican 1 0 
Thomas Garratt 1 O A Friend 0 6 
TO MR. JOHN GUNNING, BATH. 
CITIZEN, Dorchester Gaol, Sept. 12, 1822, 


I THANK my friends in Bath for the sums they have sub- 
scribed towards mine and sister’s fines, and beg to assure 
them that instead of any relaxation on my part, they shall 
find that my imprisonment, and the robberies that have been 
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committed upon me, shall be a never-dying stimulus to my 
efforts to abolish idolatry. I feel a daily increasing strength ; 
and under all my present embarrassments am working with 
an effect equal to that of any former period. That effect 
‘shall go on increasing until it acts like an avalanche upon 
the corruptions which the idolatrous priests engender in this 
country. I speak largely, but no less confidently upon this 
subject. The only effectual way of getting rid of an evil 
is to shew those on whom it falls that it produces them no 
kind of good, in any shape, or in any sense of that word. Let 
us conviuce the people of this country that the priests are 
wholly useless, as well to their present as to their future in- 
terests; let us shew them that they are impostors, and that 
what they teach is false both in morals and physics, and we 
shall then work effectually in undermining the evils they 
engender: but whilst we merely seek to pat down one sect 
and set up another, and to keep up a strong and corrupt 
party feeling in the country, we shall do no good whatever. 
The Priests who are calied Dissenters are as corrupt and 
mischievous as those of the Established Church. They are 
all alike: there is not the value of a pin to choose between 
them. The only difference between them is that the one-is 
supported by compulsory, and the other by fraudulent 
means: the effect on your pockets, your industry, your 
health, and peace of mind, is the same. We must put them 
all down, by shewing that what they teach is false and ido- 
latrous, and mischievous, not béneficial, to the interests of a 
community. They are a corrupt and corrupting weed in 
the garden of morals and philosophy, and must be rooted 
out for the purpose of adding to the manure of that which 
is more pleasing, more wholesome, and more healthful. 


Iam, Citizen, respectfully yours, 
R. CARLILE. 








FOR THE REPUBLICAN, 


om 





In penning a slight notice of the late Mr, Shelley, my attention is 
divided between his merits as a man and as a poet. If a poet of the 
first class is a rare occurrence, how much more so is it to find one 
who united the power and dignity of elevated thought to the best ' 
and kindliest sympathies of which our human nature is susceptible, 
one whose intellectual ken pervaded all space, whuse spirit was 
steeped deeply in the mysteries of nature, and yet disdained not to 
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turn the high current of his thoughts to the moral improvement of 
his fellows! Such was Mr. Shelley, who in his attributes, more 
resembled a God than humanity. 

if this tribute should appear too glowing for the pen of truth, let 
the cold critic consider that it was he who first taught the writer, by 
the persuasive eloquence of his pen, to unweave truth and virtue 
from the tissue of vice and falsehood with which they are sur- 
rounded, and shewed them in their native, pure, and beauteous 
forms, disengaged from the web of custom and the idolatry of 
superstition. It was he who pleased the imagiuation with his 
highly wrought poetry, and improved the heart by his philosophy; 
who, exuberant in his love for the whole human race, fed mankind, 
like the pelican of the desert, with his own life’s blood. Cold and 
ungrateful, indeed, would be that heart which denied a tribute, how- 
ever trifling, to the memory of one from whom all which elevates 
the human character and beautifies the social relations of life were 
gained. Nothing is now left but to deplore the untimely loss of him 
who by his vivifying rays kindled a new flame, which will continue 
to shine with undiminished and unabated splendor, and by its scin- 
tillations regenerate society; making of this life, by mutual kind 
offices in our domestic relations, aud by improvements ia our public 
institutions, that Paradise which Christians vainly ewait in an after- 
existence; and whose sickly day-dreams might be realized were 
they actively to practise those virtues here, which are to form the 
principal beauty of their heavenly kingdom. 

A MATERIALIST. 





Norr BY THE Epitok.—We are not unmindful of our 
mise to do justice to the memory of Mr. Shelly. If. any 
ove complains of tardiness, we answer that our delay is in- 
tended to render the execution more effectual. We wish to 
read all he has written, which we have not yet had an op- 
portunity to do. As it is impossible the name of such a man 
should die, it is of little consequence whether we pass our 
opinion of him and bis writings to-day or twelve months 
hence. Mr. Arthur Brooke, the Cantabrian poet, who has 
favoured us with many excellent pieces of poetry, and who 
breathes a spirit of liberty and reality, disdaining the aid of 
fiction to embellish his verses, has written an elegant Elegy 
on the Death of Mr. Shelley, which while it melts our 
minds in contemplating our loss, fires us with the spirit.of 
imitation. It is published at eighteen pence, by Olllier, 
Vere-Street, London. 
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TO THE ILLUSTRIOUS CAPTIVE OF DORCHESTER 
BASTILE, RICHARD CARLILE, 





REVERED Sir, Millbridge, near Leeds, Sept. 7, 1822. 
It is with feelings of the greatest pleasure that I take the present 
opportunity to transmit to you the sum of £:0, being the joint sub- 
scription of the friends of freedom, of Dewsbury, Hightown, and 
Millbridge, towards liquidating the enormous fines imposed upon 
you, by that Christian-like Judge, Judge Bailey. 

At the present momentous crisis, when despotism and fraud are 
combining their efforts to crush every vestige of liberty and equality, 
and to reduce mankind to the most degrading slavery, it becomes the 
imperative duty of every man, in whose breast every spark of liberty 
is not extinguished, wiosé heart beats still with ‘ death to tyrants,”’ 
to resist, to the utmost of his power, their daring encroachments, and 
to shew tyrants of every description, that their rights shall not be 
violated with impunity; nor their attempted violation pass unre- 
venged; but, that inevitable ruin awaits that impious hand that dares 
endeavour to enthral them. And, to do this, | know of no way, at 
the present, so likely as our unqualified approbation and support of 
your conduct—you who have fought the villains against such fear- 
ful odds—you who have pierced them to the very core—that have at 
the expence of liberty and property and every domestic happiness— 
that have been torn from the partner of your bosom, from the chil- 
dren of your love, they for whom we should naturally expect all your 
toil and care was spent, all, all have been, as it were, forsaken for the 
service of the human race; and, still you have, as I said before, been 
determined, though at this enormous expence, to put the tyrants 
down. Forsaken did I say? can the man with such a benevolent 
mind forsake those that are dearer to him than life? No! it was the 
love of these that spurred you on to such mighty exertions. It was 
the dread of these being reduced to misery that gave strength to your 
nervous pen, and caused you to trace to their sources the causes of all 
the misery that exists upon the face of the earth, What are the 
sources? What are the causes ofall this heart appalling misery? To 
whathave you traced'them? To Kings and Priests! To Kings who pre- 
sumptuously set up-their “‘ hereditary right divine’? to govern, or 
trample upon the rest of mankind! Who arrogantly assume that 
man is of a distinct species of animals to them, and made only to la- 
bour for theirimpudence, ignorance, and idleness! And these sup- 

orted by the “priests” who have invented an “holy” fraud to 
cheat the deluded people with prospects of ‘another and a better 
world’’ where they should be “kings and priests’ the better to fleece 
them of the comforts of this; have well succeeded in their endeavours 
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to enslave mankind. But to your manly exertions, almest to yours 
alone, we owe our release from the mental bandage that had been tied 
around our eyes; and was cuaranteed by the sanction of ages. Yes, 
ignorance had riveted our chains so.fast that it seemed, nay it was no- 
thing less than an Herculean task to endeavour to break them. But 
you have broken them! You have shewn us our real situation in the 
universe! You liave shewn that men are equal; and, that it is direct 
opposition to the laws of nature fer any man, under any circum- 
stances, to arrogate to himself privileges that he would deny to his 
fellow-man. The wise than may be respected for his wisdom, but it 
forms no guarantee for his treating the rest of mankind as slaves, 
The wise man will never do it, and wisdom is almost out of the ques- 
tion with ‘* kings,’ they are, generally speaking, the most ignorant 
and debased of mankind. You have also shewn that the hopes held 
out by the ‘* priest” of ‘* another and a better world,”’ are delusions 
—are chimeras invented for the direct purpose of enslaving us, 
What is this thing that is to live, and be conscious of previous exist- 
ence, after the body is defunct? Thought, they exclaim; as if 
thought was something distinct from organization. I know of no- 
thing prior to my organization, nor, in fact, for some time after its 
existence commenced. Thus it is evident that thought is a conse- 
quence of organization, as necessarily resalting from it as muscular 
motion, or any other animal function; therefore, it is a-fair deduc- 
tion that it will cease with it. But, it is evident, for I can tell, in 
some measure, how | came to have thought, and | cannot tell how 
the liver secretes bile; for instance, if 1 was severely strack with any 
weapon it would give me a sensation of pain, and make me conscious 


that [ exist; and, having felt the pain constitutes what is called me- | 


mory; thus the first sensation constitutes consciousness and memory. 
Then if I was-to have a sensation that gave me pleasure, that is, that 
was analogous to my being, I could not help knowing the difference 
between the two sensations; -and, knowing the difference, forms 
judgement, comparison, ‘and reflection; and, the more acutely | was 


acted upon by the sensations, the longer | should be conscious of | 


them; and the more sensations I have, the more inferences | shall be 
able to draw from the variety. And have not other animals the same 
properties? Is any one prepared to deny that they have sensations 
corresponding with their organizations? None but an idiot, or one 
whose very senses are overwhelmed by the unconnected ribaldry of 
an ignorant or designing priest will deny them, to them! Then 
what avails all the clamour and fuss they make about “ hell-fire’’ and 
other contemptible dogmas, when it is proved that man is nothing 
more than any other animal beyond a variance in organization, and 
that he is subjected to the same laws. ‘‘O man! miserable man! 
when wilt thou reject this canker-worm that so continually preys 
upon thy vitals? Wilt thou never take Nature’s path and mad opi- 
nions leave?” Wilt thou never cease to pester thyself with ground- 
less fears, which villains have raised, and use to their emolument and 
thy degradation? Rouse thyself, take shame for the past, courage 


; 
oe, 
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for the future, and play the man! Consult thy reason and experi- 
ence which will make thee reject these degrading dogmas, and leave 
them to impose on more untutored natives, It is time long since that 
thou had shaken off the leading string of baby-hood, and rose up in 
all the majestic character of man, which can pursue its onward way 
without the aid of ‘‘ spiritual guides,’” 

Republicans, then exert yourselves to destroy every species of de- 
lusion, whether it be an idolatrous system of theology, founded upon 
the ridiculous idea that nothing can create something, or, no less de~ 
lusive systems of government, which are formed only for the emolu- 
ment of the few. Only hear the present cant about ‘* Radical Re- 
form’’—‘* restoring the beauties of our blessed Constitution,’ and 
** Great Northern Unions”’ established to accomplish the above ‘‘de- 
sirable ends.” What are we to expect from this ‘* Radical Reform ?”’ 
What are its ends, or rather, what do its votaries tell us are its ends? 
Why, that the majority of the nation, are to have the privilege of 
sending members to the House ot Commons, and that the Aristo- 
eracy and Monarehy are to remain as they are, as checks to each 
other!! So, here we have the nation on one side sending its dele- 
gates to make laws for its good; and there we have the ‘ aristocra- 
cy,” the “‘ descendants” of the invaders and plunderers of England, 
these precious few, are acknowledged to be equal in right, and supes 
rior in wisdom, to the delegates cf a nation of 14,000,000 of inhabj- 
tants, and have the power to reject every measure they bring forward ! 
That they will do this there is no doubt if it clashes with their interest. 
And, what is more ‘ beautiful’ still, there is a king, that sacred 
name—*“ king,” who is, by this ‘*‘ beautiful Constitution,” sup- 

ed to have more wisdom than both the preceding orders; aud acts 
as a check tot hem, and with power to reject every measure the nation 
and Aristocracy adopt; and, consequently he is supposed to be equal 
in right, and superior in wisdom to them both! O what a glorious 
‘«¢ Constitution’! Well may it be the * envy of surrounding nations 
and the admiration of the world!’’ - 
_ Such an heterogencous mixtare as this can never amalgamate, 
can never produce any thing but commotion from their continual 


scramble for superiority. Republicans, is there any thing here for 


you to unite upon, with those who falsely call themselves Radical 
Reformers, any thing to make you recede from those well-defined 
principles which you have so long adhered to; where every man 
shall have a voice in the election of those who make laws, and those 
who administer them; and where every man shall have equal inte- 
rest.in the community. What difference can there be between man 
and man? None; the poor man’s life is as dear to him as the rich 
man’s ; and if the poor man’s means of making life comfortable be 
taken from him, it is as great a loss to him as the great possessions 
of the rich man. “ Oh!” but say they, ‘you ask too much.”’ - 


._ Ask too much! Of whom can a NaTion ‘ask too much ?’’ Of its 


conquerors! And do you acknowledge that these precious few, the 
descendants of the plunderers of England are your masters—and 
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that they may say to you, you shall have only this or that? And do 
you tamely succumb to this? Is England sunk thus low, or, rather, 
has she never emancipated herself from that shameful conquest ? 
North America has shaken off the despotism of England? South ‘ 
America has shaken off the despotism of Spain; and the Spaniards, 
who had become a by-word for their venality, have shaken off their 
own petticoat-embroidering imbecile despot; and shall England, 
after a lapse of near one thousand years, own themselves under the 
domicion still of a small groupe of adventuring Normans ? If so, 


“* May our fate be a mock word, may the men of all lands 
‘** Laugh out with a scorn that shall ring tu the poles, 

“« May the swords that we cowards don’t take in our hands 
“ Be forged into fetters to enter our soul.” 


Wishing yourself, your Wife, and patriotic Sister, the enjoyment 
of health, happiness, and prosperity, | subscribe myself in behalf 
of the Subscribers, 

Your sincere Friend and welf wisher, 


JAMES PENNY. 


Millbridge. 
s- d. s, d, 
James Penny, Republican and Thomas Hanson, junior 0 6 
Materialist 5. © Mary Hanson 0 6 
Thomas Hanson, senior 1-0 May the Devil take the Priests 2 0 


The following subscription of £1. 2s, was raised at a meeting of the Hudders- 
field and Millbridge friends, who met in consequence of a challenge being seht 
them, by a person, (who I understand, has been a Methodist preacher, but has 
declined business) to discuss the comparative merits of Materialism and Christia- 
nity, as to their relation to truth. But when it came to the point, the preacher 
could not say a word—consequently we were disappointed, but he gave a trifle 
towards your fines. 


JAMES PENNY. 


J. Bycroft 2 6 J. Broadbent, wisheth that all 
Edward Bycroft 1 0 Parsons would work, instead 
J. 8. 0 6 of telling such lies for their 
Two Friends 0 6 bread. 1 0 
Abram Walker 1 © William Simpson, wisheth ‘that 
William Walker 0 6 all Parsons to Saturn’s ring ‘ 
W. T. 0 6 might be hurled, for the im- 
William Simmons 0. 6 fernal mischief they have 
ne By sundry persons 15 0 done in the World t 0 
Oe: Jos. Revell 1 oO K. 1 0 
Robert Spurr 1 0 Thomas W. Crawford 0 6 
Thomas Wilson 1.0 Mrs, Hanson 0 6 
A Christian, but firm supporter, A Friend to Paine’s polities 1 0 
of. Republicanism i 0 ; 








A Friend ‘to Free Discussion 

H. France, a Republican 

J. Nicholson, a Republican 

Daniel Tolson. 

An Enemy to Religious Per- 
secution . 

A. King, an Enemy to Mo- 
narchy 

Samuel “Laycock 

One who abhors Persecution 

A,shoddy grinder 

John Brear 

Joseph Brear 

Thomas Nowell 

An Enemy to Priestcraft 

A Friend to Liberty 

An Enemy to Monarchy 

An Enemy to Religivus Per- 
secution 

A Republican 

One who abhors Priestcraft 

A Friend to Free Discussion 

A Friend to Liberty 

A Friend to Mr. Carlile 

A Friend to Liberty 

A Friend to Liberty 

A Lover of Religious Liberty 

An Enemy to the Borough- 
mongering Faction 

One who abhors illegal Per- 
secution 

An enemy to Religious Per- 
secution - 

A Friend to Liberty 

An Enemy to Mr. Carlile’s 
Principles 

Samuel Lenning 

Amicus 

Thomas Clegg 
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From Dewsbury. 


Plus Minus 

A Deist 

Edward Bycroft, near Bradford 

William Coggill 

Thomas Dickinson 

A Collier 

A Friend 

Paris, the Trojan 

An Enemy’ to Religious Per- 
secution 

O. 

An Enemy to Mr. Carlile’s Prin- 
ciples 

A Friend to Liberty 

A Friend to Liberty 

A Friend 

A Weaver 

A Lad 

By a Friend 

A Friend to Liberty 

A Enemy to Religious Per- 
secution 

J. W. an Enemy to Religious 
Persecution 

Matthew Booth 

Humanity 

Philanthropy _ 

A Friend to Free Discussion 

An Enemy to the Persecutions 
of the Black Robe 

A Friend to Independent Mi- 
nisters 

A Free Citizen of the World 

A Mind that’s Free 

A Friend 

A Radical 

Ditto 

An Enemy to both Kingcraft 
and Priestcraft 
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We the undersigned of Liversidge, near Leeds, do subscribe our mites towards 
the payment of the fines, unjustly imposed upon Richard Carlile, deeming it the 
most unequivocal mode of expressing our contempt at the interference of the law 


in matters of opinion. 


George Lister 
John Washington 
John Smith 

Joseph Hurst 
Thomas Goodall 
John Cordingly 
Thomas H. Armitage 
Joseph Newton 
Samuel Brown 

J. Scott 
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Ji Ingham 

A Friend to Freedom 

Ditto, ditto ; 

A Friend to Freedom 

William Hemingway 

Ww.L 

The annexed is a sum which 
was originally intended for 

_ defraying the expences of 
Mr. Cobbett’s | Election, 
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but, he neglecting to pub- was placed in, does not 
lish, the subscribers did think it prudent to hold it 
not think proper to for- any longer, therefore he 
ward it, and the person forwards it to Mr. Car- 
whose hands the money lile. i$ 0 





TO MR. JAMES PENNY, MILLBRIDGE, NEAR 
LEEDS. 





CITIZEN, Dorchester Gaol, Sept. 17, 1822. 
THE Friends of Freedom in Dewsbury, High-town, and 
Millbridge, who have taken upon themselves a share of my 
fines, receive my thanks and command my fraternal esteem. 
The warm eulogium you have passed on my conduct I can- 
not yet claim as my due, though I am anxious to merit it. 
Your mind, Citizen, is the counterpart of my own; ours is 
a kindred spirit, we breathe but one between us; we ‘can 
therefore uvite upon principles with good effect. Nothing 
makes me wish for the power of loco-motion so much as the 
desire I feel to come into the North of England and Scot- 
land, particularly in Yorkshire and Lancashire, and Edin- 
burgh, to shake hands with the many genial friends who 
have discovered themselves to me since my imprisonment. 
That imprisonment will have one good effect, it will teach 
me with whom I ought in future to associate, and on whom 
1 may rely ‘as friends, without the danger of cherishing a 
viper. I have been asked whether an interval of liberty 
would induce me to make a tour and visit my friends; I 
answer, yes. If I can’get out of prison, and keep out long 
enough, without any sacrifice or abandonment of principles, 
or without a check upon my ruling passion to propagate 
those I hold, I fully purpose to move from London to Edin- 
burgh, and to see as many friends as possible in the route ; 
not caring how indirect or circuitous { make it. 

I am much pleased to witness the extent in which the so- 
phistry of what is commonly called Radical Reform is ex- 
ploded in your neighbourhood. Had those who so industri- 
ously propagated that sophistry in 1816, 17, 18 and 19, 
taught the people what was really Radical Reform, bad 
they been shewn that all: corruptions and abuses in the 
country had their origin in what is called Kingcraft and 
Priestcraft, we should have been able to do some good by 
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this time; but now it is evident that the rotten and indefina- 
ble principles which these political sophists taught, have 
done no kind of good whatever, and the principles of what 
is really Radical Reform have yet to be propagated all over 
the country before any good can result from any exertions 
in the cause of Reform. The men who talk about restoring 
the beauties of the British Constitution have been tried for 
upwards of half a century, whilst corruption has been actu- 
ally increasing upon them with an astonishing force. They 
have been found wanting, and the deficiency is founded in 
the unsoundness of their principles. Such a man as George 
Canning, on the score of talk, would be a match for a host 
of them. ‘There is not a man of them can stand before him. 
He unfolds their sophistry and hypocrisy with a master- 
hand: he beats them hollow, and bis ground of triumph is, 
that the most abandoned villainy and corruption, that is 
openly avowed, is not half so disgusting as sophistry and 
hypocrisy under the mask of honesty. He stands before 
them with an unblushing front; he exposes the unsoundness 
and hypocrisy of all their professions ; and they, conscious 
of their meaning more than they dare to say, conscious of 
their hypocrisy _ from want of courageous honesty, sbrink 
before this champion of corruption, as a hide artificially 
stuffed would shrivel before a fire. ‘Their talk about Radi- 
cal Reform that shall cherish the check-mates of Monarchy 
and Aristocracy, that shall protect our venerable Religion 
and still more venerable Priesthood, is a greater delusion 
than any thing that has yet been practised upon any nation 
comparatively civilized sail intelligent. The Great North- 

ern Radical Union is a cheat that picks the pocket and cor- 
rupts the mind, and we-shall see, by and by, that the funds 
will go the same way as many similar collections have gone 
before them. It will end in nothing, unless the subscribers 
should open their eyes and make a difierent application of 
the funds to that which is now proposed. | happen to 
know some of the secret springs, some of the motives for 
getting up those delusions, and | denounce the present with 
the confidence that I shall receive the thanks and rewards 
of thousands for so doing, in the end. 

To -the men who are continually calling for union upon 
their own schemes and projects, [ call for union upon sound, 
pena where the the principles shall be the leader, and 

such as no honest man can feel ashamed to follow, There 
will never be any effectual union in this country with any 
other leader than sound and well defined principles. No 
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man of spirit can submit to follow any thing but well de- 
fined principles, and it may be seen clear enough that to 
effect any thing like a radical reform in this country, the 
means to be used must be courage and honesty. Sophistry, 
_ hypocrisy and delusion will generate nothing distinct from 
similar principles. 

Citizen, [ am not aware thatany address | have received 
bas given me more pleasure than yours. I flatter myself that 
in opinions and principles you are well supported in your 
neighbourhood, and that you are not any longer disposed to 
be acted upon by any of the trickery which is constantly. 
put in action by those who would still bold an influence by 
holding a delusion over your minds. 

I understand there is something like an excitement in your 
country, from a projected county meeting to talk about the 
desire to proceed upon the Grampound principle of reform- 
ing the House of Commons. 1 have been asked, whether, | 
think it prudent that some stern Republican should move 
, counter resolutions, and such resolutions as really indicate a 
desire for such a reform as we term radical. My bumble 
opinion is, that the Republicans had better not waste their 
time to meddle with this thing atall. It is one of those 
things that will neither do,good or harm and I would advise 
my friends to leave it alone. ‘ Reform will be obtained 
when the existing authorities have no longer the power to 
withould it.” and then it will be as radical as we may 
wish. 

Yours respectfully, 


R. CARLILE. 








TO MR, R. CARLILE. 





Dear Six, Manchester, Sept. 4, 1822. 
I rake the opportunity of Mr, Campian’s visit to London, to forward 
you two 7 silk shawls. I hope they will prove acceptable to your 
worthy Wife, and Sister, to whom I hope you will convey the re- 
spects of the donor. So soon as } ascertairf the destination of Mrs. 
Wright, I shall solicit her acceptance of a similar present. 1 had 
the satisfaction of listening to the defence she so undauntedly de- 
livered, of those principles, the maintainance of which, has consigned 
yourself and family to the dreary abode of a prison ; and never will 
the impression be effaced from my memory; the firmness she evinced, 
and her resolution not-to be silenced by the repeated interruption of 
the judge, and the unwarranted interference of the jury, betrayed a 
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consciousness of integrity, and a stablity of principle, flatly contra- 
dictory to that decision. by which she was pronounced to be a ma- 
licious, seditious, and ill-disposed woman,”’ ‘The judge evidently 
displayed his dislike of the situation which the officiousness of 
“© Bishop Clogher’s Crew of Vice Suppressors” had placed him 
in; and well he might, for he was necessitated to hear some very 
unpleasant truths, respecting the fallibility of the bench, and the 
apostacy of the judges. The opinion of the auditors on that occa- 
sion, was far from being equivocal, and I will venture to assert, had 
a jury been selected promiscuously from amongst the persons pre- 
sént, a verdict would have been obtained, giving the lie direct to the 
premises of the indictment. With every respect for your talent and 
integrity, and an assurance that your zeal and ability will outlive the 
petty endeavours of your enemies to render them useless, | remain 
an unknown friend and admirer. ‘ 





Mrs. and M. A. Carlile return their thanks to their un- 
known friend F., for the very bandsome shawls they have 
received. At the same time they thank Mr. B. of Yar- 
mouth, for the pound of excellent tea sent them. 





H. Boyle returns thanks to Jane — -, New port Isle 
of Wight, for the present of five shillings, and a bottle of 
wine to drink to the [Immortal Memory of our famous 
countryman THOMAS PAINE, and is happy to think that 
Jane’s is not the only mind that has been freed from super- 
stition by that excellent work, the Age of Reason. Paine 
became a Citizen of the World, and laboured for the bene- 
fit of all; but his labours are but now beginning to be ap- 
preciated. His memory is now cherished by.all who are 
great and good; and may the day not be far distant, when 
every individual on the face of the earth, will be made fully 
sensible of the inestimable principles he developed. 








£rratum.—Insert*the following line at the top of p. 488: 
When we are told by Christian divines that Jesus is the Son 
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